
Palm Sunday fell on April 1  (“April Fools Day”) this year.  Pastor Joel gave this sermonst

entitled, “Following the Fool.”  It is based on the Palm Sunday passage from Mark 11:1-11.
Other readings for the day included Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians.

Jesus ends his Galilean ministry.  
He has traveled with his disciples from the
Galilee to Capernaum up on the Sea of Galilee,
down to Judea beyond the Jordan, and finally
to Bethphage and Bethany, on the eastern
slopes of the Mount of Olives, all that now lay
between them and Jerusalem, the place he had
told his disciples that he would die.

He sends out two disciples to acquire a
young donkey, a colt.  Mark’s detailed
description of this event suggests Jesus has
connections, he knows people in this area and
has previously arranged what he is about to do. 
This is no accident.  This is planned “political
theater”, if you will, based on a prophecy from
the prophet Zecharia which declares, “Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O
daughter of Jerusalem!  Lo, your king comes to
you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble
and riding on an ass, on a colt the foal of an
ass.  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and
the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle
bow shall be cut off, and he shall command
peace to the nations; his dominion shall be
from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends
of the earth.” (Zecharia 9:9-10)

So, from the countryside, he rides this
colt, the symbol of purity, humility and peace,
amongst the throngs of pilgrims who also are
heading into Jerusalem for the coming feast of
Passover.  It is said that the greens laid on the
road may not have been so unusual, a sign of
greeting for pilgrims entering the city for the
major festivals but Mark’s mention of the
cloaks and coats being laid down before Jesus
suggest a royal welcome.  Their words also,
“Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in
the highest heaven!”  

This is no children’s parade, though
children may have been there.  Rather, it is
likely something much more serious and
political.  Think of last year’s “Arab Spring”

revolutions.  Like the throngs of protesters in
Egypt, Libya, and Syria, marching down the
main thoroughfares of their cities, putting their
lives on the line, these also were calling for
change, filled with great enthusiasm and
expectation that something great was about to
happen.  They were calling for the heir to King
David’s throne, a new king, a messiah, the
Christ.  

This was hard core politics in a place
that was extremely politically volatile.  And
Jesus knew what he was doing.  His was a
challenge to the powers that be.  A challenge to
the religious establishment centered on the
Temple in Jerusalem.  A challenge to the power
structures within Judaism.  A challenge to the
empirical power of Rome which dominated his
people with an iron fist, with violence and
intimidation.  His was a challenge to the entire
way of the world in his time.  A challenge that
would turn the world on its head.  

However, it was a challenge that was
seen by the world as foolishness.  The Romans
would not be impressed.  Pontius Pilate, the
Roman Prefect of Judea would later try Jesus
for treason and condemn him to death by
crucifixion.  The Roman soldiers treated him
shamefully.  After the torturous scourging, they
would mock him, dress him in a purple robe
and place a crown of thorns upon his head.  For
them, he was just a fool to play with.  

Even the crowds who originally hailed
him as king, would turn their backs.  He did not
meet their expectations of what a king should
do and be.  When he entered Jerusalem, he
should have declared himself the new ruler,
plant his banner, establish his ensign, and
prepare and arm his followers for rebellion! 
Instead, he looked around at the Temple and
left.  For them, he turned out to be just a fool,
someone who misled them into thinking he was
the one to come, who would save them from
their oppressors.  



And even his own disciples
misunderstood and failed to grasp what he was
all about.  His right-hand-man, Peter, would
deny him three times.  Judas Iscariot, one of his
twelve closest, would actually be the one to
betray him to the authorities.  And when it
came right down to it, all of his followers,
those who had known and followed him for
perhaps three years, would all desert him.

Jesus came to bring change into our
world, to turn it upside down, to set the stage
for a new way of being, a new way of living, a
new way of being human.  But he was not
understood, as John’s gospel tells us, “He was
in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world knew him not.  He came to
his own home, and his own people received him
not.  But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children
of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of humanity, but
of God.”
The Apostle Paul also says, “Has God not
made foolish the wisdom of the world? . . . For
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.” (I Cor. 1:20b, 25)

Even in our own time, in the eyes of the
world, the way of Christ is seen as a way of
foolishness:  

To seek peace and love among all 
people and to say we should love even 
our enemies, even those with whom we 
are at war; 

To lift up the poor and care for the 
diseased and dying even when it is 
economically unfeasible; 

To seek unity and understanding among
each other even when it may be 

politically unpopular; 
To ask those who are rich in material 
and wealth to give it all away for the 

sake of the less fortunate in our midst; 
To say we are all equal in the eyes of 
God and should have equal status and 
acceptance and rights and privileges 

within our societies so that none are left 
out and none are excluded; 
Are not all these things seen by many within
our world as foolish?

Jesus came to bring
change into our world, to
turn it upside down, to set the
stage for a new way of being,
a new way of living, a new
way of being human.

And yet, this is to what we are called by
Jesus.  It is a calling, a rallying cry, to get out
and demonstrate, to open your heart and live
the love, the peace, the non-violent and self-
giving way that he lived.  It is an invitation,
seen so clearly in this meal that we take part in
so often here in the church, a meal that reminds
us of all he gave, reminds us of what we are
called to give as well, and reminds us that he is
right here with us as we do this together.

Jesus entered Jerusalem that last week
of his life, on a donkey of peace and humility,
seen by many in his time as a fool.  We have a
choice to make today.  We can play it safe and
follow the ways of our world, just go with the
flow and allow the powers that be, the powers
of violence and control and domination and
selfishness, of prejudice and hatred and greed,
to continue to reign in our world.  Or we can
choose to follow Jesus and his way, in turning
our world upside down, risking that we too,
might be called fools right along with him.  

I hope that in these coming days, as we
journey the road together through this Holy
Week, that we seriously and prayerfully
consider what it means to be followers of Jesus,
disciples of the Living Christ and that in so
doing allow our hearts to be broken open,
allowing the light of Christ to enter and shine
forth, leading us forward.  Amen.


